Search Strategy Checklist 

Peruse this book to locate a likely Web site to begin your search.

Review your own bookmarks.

Go to Google and type your search terms into the search box and then click on I’m Feeling Lucky. This will bring you to the one site that Google deems the most relevant to your search terms. Very often, the site selected by Google will contain enough information to answer your question. If it does, you’ve just saved yourself the time you might have spent slogging through dozens of results (or even slogging through hundreds if you are one of the truly compulsive) and then deciding that the first one would have done it after all. Occasionally, the site returned by an I’m Feeling Lucky search may only be the most popular and not necessarily the most relevant.

If you don’t have luck, then use your back arrow, and click on the Google Search button next to the I’m Feeling Lucky button. This will automatically run the same search through Google’s entire index, and display all of the results.

Too many results? Add more search words to narrow in on the topic. Connect the search words with Boolean connectors (AND, OR, NOT). If you need a refresher on Boolean logic and Boolean connectors, see http://www.google.com/help/refinesearch.html. Google supports the Boolean concepts of the connectors AND, OR, and NOT. When you are entering your search words into the search box on the Google home page, there is no need to use the AND Boolean connector at all—Google automatically defaults to it whenever there is a space between words. Use the minus (‑) symbol for NOT (such as "cat ‑kitten" to represent “cat NOT kitten”). To search with an OR connector, you must type "OR" in upper case (cat OR kitten). Enclose phrases in quotation marks (“contributory negligence”). For more information on how different search engines handle Boolean connectors, see the “Search Engines” section in chapter 4, “Search Tools."

Not enough results? Check your spelling—is it correct? Are there multiple ways to spell the word or name? If yes, add them to your search (smith OR smyth).  If there are synonyms for your original search word, you can also try adding them to the search. For example, to add the following synonyms (connected with the OR Boolean connector) to your original search for the word "car," enter "car OR auto OR automobile OR vehicle."

If you don’t want to think too much about Boolean connectors and symbols, then select Google’s Advanced Search option, where Boolean logic search boxes are already set up for you (such as Find results with the exact phrase). Type your keywords or phrases into the appropriate Boolean search boxes. The box labeled Find results with all of the words is the same as using the Boolean AND connector. The box labeled Find results with at least one of the words is the same as using the OR connector. The box labeled Find results without the words is the same as using the minus sign (‑) (equivalent to the Boolean NOT connector). Typing the three words "robert bob bobby" into the Find results with at least one of the words box is automatically interpreted by the search engine to mean "robert OR bob OR bobby" without you having to type in the ORs. It is important to note, however, that Google has a limit of ten terms per search.

Use the other features on the Advanced Search page to create even more complex or targeted searches, such as a file format search, which allows you to search for specific types of data commonly found on the invisible Web (Microsoft PowerPoint presentations, PDFs, and so on). 

Checklist for Finding and Verifying Experts 

Develop a working knowledge of the expertise by reading books and articles. This can also lead you to the experts in the field or help verify credentials for the experts you already have.

Review the expert’s writings.

Search free expert witness directories.

Use on-line directories to find trade or professional associations.

Find the expert’s conference presentations.

Join an on-line community to find experts' postings or to learn about the topic.

Review the expert’s own Web site.

Determine if the expert has ever been disciplined.

Find experts via jury verdict reporter databases.

Find the expert’s deposition testimony.

Find briefs and cases that refer to the expert.

Locate academic experts through university sites.

Find government experts through government reports.

Use pay referral sites. 

